
 

 

 

Riociguat (Adempas®) 

 
Description 
 
Riociguat is a medication used to treat 
pulmonary arterial hypertension, which is a 
type of high blood pressure in the lungs that 
affects heart function. Riociguat works by 
causing the blood vessels in the lungs to 
relax, resulting in a decrease in pressure 
and improvement in heart function.  
 
Riociguat is also used for chronic 
thromboembolic pulmonary hypertension 
(CTEPH), a condition where chronic blood clots form in the lungs, causing an increased pressure in the 
vessels over time. There is a very complex surgery to remove these blood clots, called a Pulmonary 
Thromboendarterectomy (PTE). Riociguat is used for CTEPH that is recurrent/persistent after PTE or if 
patient is not a surgical candidate. 
 
How It Is Administered 
 
Riociguat is available as a round tablet in the following five doses:  

 white 0.5mg pill 

 yellow 1mg pill 

 yellow-orange 1.5mg pill 

 peach colored 2mg pill, and a  

 red-orange 2.5mg pill 
 
Medication typically starts at 1mg three times daily and is increased by 0.5mg every 2-4 weeks as long 
as there are no signs of low blood pressure. The maximum dose is 2.5mg taken three times daily. 
Long-term treatment is continued at the maximum tolerated dose, three times a day. 
 
Side Effects 
 

 Headache 

 Dizziness 

 Stuffy nose/nose bleeds 

 Stomach upset 

 Nausea/vomiting 

 Heartburn/reflux 

 Diarrhea/constipation 

 Low blood pressure 

 Palpitations 

 Difficulty swallowing 

 Abdominal distension 

 Bleeding 
 
If symptoms of side effects persist, or if you are concerned about any other side effects that the student 
might be having, contact the student’s parents or emergency contact person.  
 
Additional Information 
 
The student may need to be absent from school to have monthly blood tests.  
Antacids, such as Maalox or Mylanta can keep Riociguat from being absorbed and should not be taken 
within an hour of taking Riociguat.  
 
 

Quick Reference Information: 
 

The student may need to be absent from 
school to have monthly blood tests.  
 
If student is dizzy or passes out, it may be due 
to low blood pressure. This requires urgent 
medical attention. 
 
 



 

 

 

 
A list of side effects experienced by the student and treatments for these side effects are listed 
below. 
 
Student’s Side Effects and Treatments 
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